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Merry Xmas “Folks | 
And We Hope You Will All Enjoy a | 
Prosperous New Year 
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A Christmas Message 


By Mary Mims 
Extension Sociologist, Louisiana State University 
Author of “The Awakening Community” 


Van Dyke’s story — “The Lost Word” 
teaches emphatically that the worst mom- 
ent for the atheist is when he is really thank- 
ful and has nobody to thank. He knows 
nothing of the greatness of God through all 
of His creations. He has no one to thank! 
You and I have, but do we give thanks? 
Do we cultivate gratitude? Gratitude will 
line clouds with silver. 

One day a teacher reprimanded a little 
boy very harshly because he laughed out 
loudly in the classroom. The little boy ex- 
plained by saying, “Miss Teacher, I was just 
smiling and it busted.” We have enough 
this Christmas to make all of our smiles 
“bust” into great Community meetings of 
praise. What are some of these causes of 
gratitude? (1) We have learned some of 
“our problems. (2) The problems of 1939 and 
1940 will be very much the same for the 

» viz., depleted and eroded soil, un- 
agriculture, low income, and an 
interested Community leadership. We are 
thankful that we know some of our needs 


nd have energy and courage enough to 
eet them. (3) This 1939 Christmas month 
we are thankful that our farm homes realize 
that intelligent planning in balanced meals 
(which can be brought about by growing 
our foods) and sensible landscaping and 
home devices can bring beauty and conven- 
ience without cost, and we are thankful 
that all of our boys and girls have oppor- 
tunities to grow physically, mentally, socially, 
and spiritually. (4) That we have a Presi- 
dent and other great leaders who believe 
in Peace. Leaders who place the human 
being above all geographical boundaries and 
material gain. (5) The farm man and woman 
realize the basic industry of all industries— 
Agriculture—for which they are responsible 
and that it takes understanding to attain 
a satisfactory Agriculture. (6) We are 
thankful that hate, prejudice, narrowness, 
dishonesty, greed, and war can be overcome 
by faith and love. 

The organized Community can accomplish 
all of Community objectives. The Farm 
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Bureau, the AAA, the Farm Security, the 
Soil Erosion Service, the Home Demon- 
stration Clubs, the FFA, the 4-H Club, 
Home Economics Club, Library, the P.T.A., 
Department Clubs, Schools and Churches 
should unite in working out the 1940 Com- 
munity Program of work. If a Community 
has all of the above agencies and more, 
please remember that a member of each 
agency make up the Community Council, 
which meets and plans the Community ob- 
jectives for 1940, presents them to the Com- 
munity at the November meeting to be ap- 
proved or remedied. 

Community work has initiated all man- 
ner of Civic, Economic, and Social objectives, 
some of which have been cooperatively and 
successfully carried through by the entire 
Community organization, others of which 
have become the special projects of individ- 
ual groups with special interests. Commun- 
ity Work is big enough to rejoice in all 
accomplishments and is only concerned with 
results. It fully recognizes, however, that 
the various agencies within the Community 
add strength to their purposes when they 
correlate the larger ideal of making a strong 
Community organization. 

The stage is set in Louisiana for the de- 
velopment of the science of all rural human 
relationships. Specialized knowledge is lim- 
ited in its use if it cannot become human- 
ized knowledge. Are you a human engi- 
meer in your Community bringing all agen- 


cies together for your Community. I be 
lieve in the pride of a farmer being a farmer, 
the pride of a teacher being a teacher, the . 
pride of a merchant being a merchant, etc— 
but the pride of all building a Community 
is the great need. I can show you parishes 
that have let go their Community Work the 
last five or six years and the entire parish 
much less the specific Communities have 
gone down. Dr. Galpin says, “I believe in 
a free play in human motives more than the 
profit making motives. We must have mot 
ives of pure sentiment, prestige and pride; 
motives of love of locality, landscape beauty, 
and self-sacrificing duty to the Community.” 

As I go from community to community 
and parish to parish over the entire state, I 
am impressed with the interest the people 
manifest in each parish in wanting to secure 
a library. All of our people realize that a 
library furnishes them with information in 
every phase of home and community develop 
ment. Our communty program of work, 
which means objectives to be accomplished 
from Economics, Health, Civic and Recrea 
tion, is dependent upon ability to sense the 
important needs of the community, then 
through needed information and energy a- 
complish these objectives. All agencies in 
every community appreciate the services of 
the libraries not only for information, be 
for the: joy that is derived. Libraries play 
an important role in adjusting human & 
lationships. 


Loutstana Library Commission 


The last few months have brought much 
progressive activity on the parish library 
front, with new branches being opened, the 
openings of the Terrebonne Demonstration 
and the ten-year anniversary celebration of 
the East Baton Rouge Parish Library, and of 
Webster Parish Library. 

The Terrebonne Demonstration opened 
November 5 in Houma, with a large crowd 
of local people and visitors present. Many 
members of the Library Commission staff 
drove to Houma for the opening, and other 


visitors included Miss Elizabeth Cammad 
and Miss Anne Giddens of the Tri-Parist 
Library; Miss Margaret Herdman, directx 
of the Louisiana State University Liban 
School; Miss Mary Rice, L. S. U. Library 
Advisor; Miss Alice Daspit, librarian of the 
L. S. U. Law Library; and Miss Hels 
Finke, librarian of the L. S. U. Muse 
School Library. 

The library has been welcomed enthusiast 
cally by residents of Terrebonne. In ‘es 
than a month more than a thousand books 
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had been circulated. A large portion of the ating in size to show each year’s growth 
borrowers are men, and school children use of the library, while the other window em- 
the library extensively, coming in such num- phasized the Book Week theme. 
bers that all of them cannot get into the Special guests of the second program, Nov- 
library at one time, the librarian reports. ember 18, were former workers in the Web- 
Terrebonne’s bookmobile will arrive next ster Parish Library system. Ninety-one read- 
month. A new type unit, it will have out- ing certificates were awarded to readers of 
side shelving and a low-swung body to en- the parish at this program. Miss Nancy 
able children to reach the first shelf. Miss Sexton, Jackson parish librarian, reviewed 
Patricia Motte, librarian, and her assistant, “My Ten Years in A Quandary and How 
Miss Agnes Corkern, will go with the book- They Grew” and “Wind, Sand and Stars.” 
mobile alternately, so that a trained person In additions to the adult programs, a 
will always be on the bookmobile. Book Week Story Hour was given for 
The demonstration’s first branch will be children in the first four grades, when 
opened at Shriever, in the community house stories were told by Miss Jane Meriwether, 
of the Farm Security Administration, and WPA District Supervisor. Students of the 
will serve both the federal community and _ seventh grade celebrated with a special pro- 
the surrounding neighborhood. Other gram. 
branches will be opened at Bourg, Montegut, An outstanding feature of Bienville’s Book 
Chauvin and Gibson as soon as custodians Week program was the organization of a 
can be trained. parish unit of the Citizens’ Library Move- 
The East Baton Rouge Parish Library had ment. Miss Culver and Mr. Modisette were 
its opening September 14, when the beauti- principal speakers at the meeting, at which 
ful new building was dedicated. The first Mrs. M. L. Tatum of Gibsland was elected 
branch, in Zachary, was opened Novem-_ chairman of the parish group and Mr. George 
ber 27. Rogers of Saline secretary-treasurer. Approxi- 
Webster Parish Library combined Book mately two hundred members joined the 
Week observance with its tenth anniversary organization at the first meeting. Another 
celebrations. Two adult programs, an “Open organization meeting was held at Ringgold 
House” on the evening of November 16 and the next week. 
an afternoon program November 18 at Four branches have been opened in the 
which reading certificates were awarded were Natchitoches demonstration, at Campti, Gol- 
features of the celebrations. donna, Readhimer and Robeline, bringing 
Miss Essae M. Culver and Mr. J. O. the number of branches to nine. When the 
Modisette spoke at the “Open House,” at Readhimer branch was opened, in a school 
which Mrs. Robert Baker, president of the near which are only two houses, that of 
Webster Library board of control, presided. the school principal and the agriculture teach- 
At this program, also, the library’s mascot, er, the entire community back in the hills 
the “Tin” man, was presented. The library attended the opening, and the crowd was 
was decorated with dolls and flags of many even larger than that of the Natchitoches 
lands carrying out the theme of “Books opening. ‘The librarian reports continued 
Around the World,” and the library staff, interest there, with Readhimer’s October 
Wearing costumes of book characters and circulation of 618 books more than that of 
titles, greeted the guests, numbering more any other branch out in the parish. 
than one hundred. The Natchitoches demonstration, inciden 
A two-tiered birthday cake with ten silver tally, reported 3109 registered borrowers and 
candles centered the tea table. Silver rib- a circulation of 27,536 books at the end of 
bons led from the cake to miniature soap the first four months. A new bookmobile 
carvings of the various branches. One win- has been ordered for Natchitoches, with in- 
dow was decorated with ten balloons gradu- side shelving. 
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The number of requests received at the 
Tri-Parish Library for books on business has 
increased as a result of the librarian’s visits 
and telephone calls to business men explain- 
ing the services of the library. Interest in 
the school service increases every day, also, 
the librarian reports. | Teacher-librarians 
bring special requests to headquarters, ask- 
ing for supplies and help with their prob- 
lems. 

Board meetings have been held in the 
three parishes.to discuss the tax to be voted 
for the support of the library at the end 
of the demonstration next year. Miss Mary 
Harris, director of the parish and regional 
department of the Commission, was present 
at the Jackson and Grant Parish meetings, 
and Miss Culver and Mr. Modisette attend- 
ed the meeting in Winn Parish. 

A fifth demonstration library is scheduled 
to open early next year, in Morehouse Par- 
ish. The parish and regional denartment 
is prenaring books for the demonstration 
and Miss Harris has conferred with the 
police jury of Morehouse about the equip- 
ment to be bought for the library. 

The success of the reading certificate pro- 
ject this year shows an encouraging tendency 
on the part of borrowers to read more non- 
fiction. More than 700 certificates, the 
largest number in the eight years certificates 
have been given, were awarded by the Com- 
mission. "* 

Meanwhile, the activities in the field are 
reflected in the added demands upon the 
Commission headquarters, both shipments 
of books and requests having already ex- 
ceeded those of last year. 

The Commission’s Executive Secretary 
spent a large part of October attending 
library meetings in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
and New Mexico. From the meeting of the 
Executive and Extension Boards of the Am- 
erican Library Association in Chicago, she 
went to the annual meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association in Des Moines; then to 
the Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan 
Library Associations, meeting jointly at Mil- 
waukee; and finally to the New Mexico 
Library Association annual conference at 


ol 


Albuquerque. 

An important topic under discussion a 
each of the meetings was the increasing need 
for state and federal aid in developing 
libraries, she said. At the Iowa State Lj 
brary Association meeting Forrest Spald. 
ing, chairman of the Federal Aid Committee 
of the American Library Association, stated 
that he felt that concerted effort on the part 
of all persons interested in libraries would 
bring about the passage of the federal aid 
bills to be brought up at the next session 
of Congress. 

Two interesting visitors were at the Com- 
mission in November, Mrs. Cornelia Marvin 
Pierce, former state librarian of Oregon and 
the wife of Congressman Walter Marcus 
Pierce, and Miss Edith J. Carnell, English 
librarian. Mrs. Pierce made a brief vist 
to the Commission on her way to the West. 
Miss Carnell was on a month’s tour of 
American libraries before going to New 
Zealand to take the post of liasion officer 
between the government country library serv- 
ice and the New Zealand Library Associa 
tion. Before coming here she visited librar- 
ies in New Jersey, Washington, D. C., Mem- 
phis, Tenn., and the Tennessee Valley Auth- 
ority library in Knoxville. She described 
Louisiana’s system of parish and regional 
libraries as “the most wonderful I’ve seen 
in the United States.” 





COMING CONVENTIONS 


The Louisiana Library Association wil 
hold its annual meeting in Lafayette April 
25-27. This date precedes the Texas Com 
ference (May 1-4) by one week, an arrange 
ment which will please our exhibitors. 


The Southwestern Library Association 
plans to hold its convention in Albuquerque, 
probably on Oct. 3-5. Definite date and pro 
gram will be published later. 


The editor still has calls for and will & 
glad to receive early numbers of vol. 1 
this bulletin, needed to complete sets in dis 
tant libraries. 
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Two New Reference Tools 


By Mavnrice Rigs 
Editor of Publications, Middle American Research Institute, Tulane University 


Librarians are going to have access to two 
completely-catalogued reference sources 
which, oddly enough, do not contain a sin- 
gle book or manuscript, as a result of work 
now in progress in the Middle American 
Research Institute at Tulane University. 

Projects currently under way in that In- 
stitute assure the production of two highly- 
specialized catalogs of permanent value, both 
of which will operate in close conjunction 
with reference-library materials. 

One project is the cataloging of the mu- 
seum of the Middle American Research In- 
stitute, under circumstances which will re- 
move the catalog from the category of any 
museum listing now known. 

The other project in the MARI is the 
preparation of a large map of the Maya area 
and a parallel bringing-up-to-date of the al- 
ready vital Index of Maya Ruins. 

Both fundamentally will be card-indices. 
Each will depend heavily upon bibliographic 
references. 

The museum-cataloging project is schedul- 
ed to be completed by January 1, 1941. The 
map-and-ruins-index project will be finished 
by May 1, 1940. 

Unique among listings of materials in 
museums, efforts now in operation in the 
Middle American Research Institute will 
result in what is believed to be the world’s 
first public museum-catalog. It is modeled 
upon the familiar public card-catalog em- 
ployed in libraries, and will offer a public 
card-file in which each museum specimen 
will be listed. But it will be somewhat more 
complete than its model, since each card will 
contain a description of the object, its meas- 
urements and other identifying features, a 
classification by culture, the place of its origin 
by site, state, and country; also, there will be 
the name of the finder, and the name of 
the owner, seller, or donor; the date of 
cataloging will be shown, and its location in 

museum or in storage. Bibliographic 


references showing where the object was 
published are provided. Further, each card 
will contain a photograph of the object in 
question, as well as the number of the nega- 
tive from which that photo was printed. 

The Index of Maya Ruins, and its ac- 
companying map, likewise will be made avail- 
able to the public and to researchers. The 
ruins index was begun in 1924 by Frans 
Blom (director of the Middle American Re- 
search Institute) and Oliver G. Ricketson, Jr., 
and subsequently kept up by Mr. Blom. In 
it, each card contains the name of a ruin 
of some ancient Maya building or group of 
buildings in lower Mexico and northern Cen- 
tral America; also, there is a description of 
the site, an identification by its nearest mod- 
ern town, by state, and by country; the name 
of the finder, or the name of the person first 
known to have reported it, is given; the site 
is located by latitude and longitude; photo- 
graphs are given when possible; and a bi- 
bliography of works referring to the site is 
included on each card. 


The Rockefeller Foundation of New York, 
which already has aided the MARI to the 
extent of approximately $90,000, appropriated 
an additional $10,000 to finance the 26-month 
task of cataloging the museum. 

The Carnegie Institution of Washington 
provided $3500 for making a new edition 
of the map of the Maya area and for bring- 
ing up to date the index of ruins sites. 

Three persons are employed in cataloging 
the museum, and two on the map-index pro- 
ject. 

Roy Trahan, curator of the MARI museum, 
heads the Rockefeller project, and Gerhardt 
Kramer, associate in architecture on the In- 
stitute’s staff, is chief of the map project. 

Launching his museum catalog, Mr. Tra- 
han found that it would be necessary to 
coordinate that specific catalog with several 
repositories of information in the MARI, 
such as those involving correspondence, the 
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files of photographs and photographic nega- 
tives, and the MARI library itself. 

An accumulation of some 3500 field nega- 
tives and 2000 negatives depicting museum 
objects existed in the MARI before the cata- 
loging project was launched, but these 5500- 
odd negatives were uncataloged, unfiled, and 
in many instances unidentified. They were 
largely the result of 15 years’ work in the 
MARI and in the field, but also included 
hundreds of negatives of Middle American 
specimens in other collections outside the In- 
stitute. 

Now, every one of these negatives is 
cataloged, numbered, and filed in its own 
envelope under the proper heading. Each 
has been printed at least twice, one print 
having been used to establish a Negative- 
Identification File (to preclude the necessity 
of handling and perhaps scratching the nega- 
tive, as well as to make them easier to 
“read”) and the other having been used, or 
put aside for future use, on the public mu- 
seum-catalog cards. 

The Negative-Identification File is divid- 
ed into two main headings: an Objects File 
and a Places File. The Objects File has 
subdivisions and lesser divisions, according 
to material, shape, use, etc., each object in 
the collection fitting into one or another 
classification. The Places File is organized 
alphabetically, according to place-names. The 
Negative-Identification File serves a dual pur- 
pose: it may be consulted by researchers, or 
may be used as the basis for locating a de- 
sired negative. 

The cataloging of specimens themselves is 
divided into two files referring to museum 
objects. One is called the Catalog and con- 
tains the cards already described, bearing 
description and photograph of the object. 
The other repository is the Objects File, 
mentioned above, and as such is a part of 
the Negative-Identification File, being that 
section wherein is contained prints of those 
negatives which refer to objects rather than 
places. 

As each museum specimen is photograph- 
ed, a print is put into the Objects section 
of the Negative-Identification File. This 
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division provides information on the catalog. 
number of the object, as well as on the 
negative-nmber of the photograph represent. 
ing that object. Pink cards are used to in. 
dicate that the object depicted actually is in 
the MARI. In the same section, white cards 
mean that the object pictured is not in the 
MARI. Accordingly, all photographs in the 
Places File are mounted on white cards, save 
those which show parts of the Institute's 
museum, library, or offices. 

Each of the negatives in the Negatives 
File bears a number. The durable envelope 
containing the negative repeats this number, 
plus the catalog number of the thing de 
picted (when that is possible), and a brief 
description of the subject depicted, whether 
it be an object or a place. 

Thus all the catalog project’s files are in- 
teroperative. Extensive use of them already, 
by staff-members and visitors to the MARI, 
has proven their worth. 

The map-and-ruins-index project is simpler 
in its operation. It will provide one file, 
that of the large cards listing ruins. How. 
ever, each site will require several cards, 
the first containing general information, the 
second bibliography, the third devoted to 
special features, and the fourth to hierogly- 
phic dates found at the sites. Mr. Kramer’ 
efforts are being concentrated largely upon 
the first and second cards—and, of cours, 
upon making a new and enlarged map. 

The map, Ruins in the Maya Area, first 
drafted by Mr. Blom and Mr. Ricketson i 
1924, was in two sections, and was approxi 
mately 5 feet by 6 feet. The new issue 
will be in six sections, and will total ap 
proximately 7 feet by 8 feet. Two editions 
will be forthcoming, both made from th 
same master-drawing; one will be a generd 
Map of the Maya Area, concentrating # 
geographic features; the other will be # 
amplification of the first map of Ruins # 
the Maya Area, and will be identical wit 
the general Map of the Maya Area, but wil 
contain, in addition, indication of all know 
ruins sites within that area. Each ruin wl 
have a corresponding card in the Index é 
Maya Ruins. 
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Both phases of the new map will bear 
contour-marks at 100-meter and 500-meter 
intervals. 

All geographic and archaeological dates 
are being checked, on preliminary prints of 
this map, by representatives of government 
of the countries included in the maps, by 
outstanding figures in the archaeology of 
this area, by engineers, by airplane-pilots 
who fly over the Maya area, and by others 
whose advice is expected to prove helpful 


1939 


Officers 


in providing the most accurate map of the 
Maya Area possible. 

The MARI will retain the master-draw- 
ings, from which the copies will be made, 
and in the future such copies will be ob- 
tainable from the Institute. 

Special attention is being paid to the pub- 
lic features of both projects, because the 
Middle American Research Institute believes 
that reference-material not completely avail- 
able to researchers is valueless material. 
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MRS. RUTH REAGAN BAIRD 
President 
Webster Parish Library 
Minden, La. 


RALPH W. McCOMB 


Ist Vice-President 
Tulane University Library 
New Orleans, La. 
LUCY B. FOOTE 


2nd Vice President 
Louisiana State University Library 
University, La. 


Mrs. JOHN G. COOK, jr. 
Secretary 
c/O Arkansas and Louisiana Gas Co. 
Shreveport, La. 
MISS LOMA KNIGHTEN 


Treasurer 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
Lafayette, La. 


COMMITTEES 


Standing Committees 

Membership—Chairman, Bess Vaughan, E. J. 
Scheerer, Viola Andersen. 

Nominating—Chairman, Mary W. Harris, 
S. Metella Williams, Lucile Pugh. 

Registration — Chairman, Evelyn Taylor, 
Olive Gehring, Mrs. Louise Woodson. 

Publicity—Chairman, Mr. Robert Usher, Sue 
Hefley, Monroe, Lily Mouton, Lafayette, 
Louisa A. Gregory, Shreveport, Mildred 

Hogan, Baton Rouge, Ora Garland Wil- 
liams, Natchitoches. 

Special Committees 

Auditing—Chairman, Helen Maestri, Frances 
Flanders, Beverly Vallas. 

Commercial Exhibits — Chairman, Mildred 
Hogan, Mrs. T. F. Wilbanks, Mathilde 
Abramson. 

Cooperation with Library Section of LTA— 
Chairman, Elmira Montgomery, Lillian 
Phillips, Lucille Young. 

Federal Relations — Chairman, John Hall 
Jacobs, J. O. Modisette, Miss Essae M. 
Culver, Lois Shortess. 


Finance—Chairman, Maude O. Broussard, 
Hilda Strauss, Elizabeth Johnson, Kathryn 
Moore. 


Hospitality—Chairman, Mrs. G. J. Tinsley, 
Mrs. L. B. Long, Lafayette, Irene Smith 
Cooke, Ruth Renaud. 


Library School Breakfasts—Columbia: De- 
borah Abramson, Emory: John H. Jacobs, 
Illinois: Sallie Farrell, L. S. U.: Jewel 
Maurice, Peabody: Alice Griffin. 

Program—Chairman, Ralph McComb, Loma 


Knighten, Nancy Sexton, Norris McClel- 
land. 


Professional Exhibits — Chairman, Emily 
Spencer, Edith Rigsby, Patricia Gatlett. 
Resolutions—Chairman, Ruth Ferguson, Mar- 

ion Taylor, Evelyn Peters. 

Federal Aid for Adult Education and Li- 
brarian—Chairman, Miss Essae M. Culver, 
Lois Shortess, Margaret Reed. 

Handbook of Committee -Duties—Chairman, 
Ella V. Aldrich, Debora Abramson, Eu- 
gene Watson. 
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Retirement Plans for Librarians—Chairman, 
J. O. Modisette, John Hall Jacobs, Dorothy 
Beckmeyer, Elizabeth Cammack, Bess 


Vaughan. 


State Planning—Miss Culver and Special 
Committee. 
Trustee—Not appointed. 


Representative on A. L. A. Council—John 
Hall Jacobs. 





Book Fair at Southfield School 


By Avice Stronc ALBEN 


A definite need for the better selection of 
books for the child’s home library prompted 
the first Book Fair held at Southfield school 
in Shreveport, Louisiana three years ago. 
Since that time a library committee, com- 
posed of mothers of the children in school, 
has worked continuously on these Book 
Fairs. Profiting by past experiences we feel 
that this year’s fair was the most successful 
of all. The parents of Shreveport children 


are becoming book conscious and instead of 
ANY book for the child’s Christmas they 


are now asking for the BEST book. 


The Book Fair was held in the school 
auditorium during Book Week in November 
and the exhibit was open from nine in the 
morning until nine at night Monday through 
Saturday. This year, books were separated 
into group displays according to age levels 
as follows: Books for the younger child (up 
to eight years), Books for the middle-aged 
child (8-12 years), and Books for the older 
child (13 years and up). There were also 
special exhibits such as Christmas books, 
Music books, Bible and Bible stories and John 
Newberry prize books. There were book 
lists with each group exhibit which were 
given to interested parents. The mother in 
charge of each group exhibit carefully check- 
ed her books with the best guides of child- 
ren’s literature, each list giving author, title, 
publisher and price. 

The exhibit which attracted most atten- 
tion was “Sixty books no child should miss.” 
Each committee member and the teachers at 
the school were asked to make a list of sixty 


books they thought should be on such a list 


and from these lists the sixty books were 
selected. A well rounded library of children’s 
literature beginning with Mother Goose was 
the aim of this list. The committee included 
special editions in their selections which 
would acquaint the child with the best of 
childrens’ illustrators.* 


In all of the exhibits special emphasis was 
placed on the childrens’ classics. An effort 
was made to secure good cheap editions as 
well as the best editions. In this way, par- 
ents could see the different editions and 
make their own decisions as to which would 
best meet the needs of their own child’s 
library. 


Books this year were secured for the ex- 
hibit through the cooperation of one of our 
local book dealers. Orders for books were 
taken at the exhibit, the school being allowed 
a certain percentage of the sales made. The 
money acquired in this way is used to pur- 
chase books for the school library. In making 
parents and chidren book-conscious the Book 
Fair made possible the addition of many 
fine volumes in the school library and, too, 
it has increased the sale of good books. 


“Good books for my child” is fast be 
coming the slogan of many Shreveport par- 
ents and a great deal of this interest in the 
best books can be traced to this annual Book 
Fair at Southfield School. 


*A copy of the list “Sixty books no child 
should miss” will be sent upon receipt of 4 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. Address 
your request to Southfield School, 1100 Holly- 
wood Ave., Shreveport, La. 
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Public Libraries 


ALEXANDER PUBLIC LIBRARY 


During late summer and early fall an in- 
creased interest was shown in the library. 
Books relating to economic and social con- 
ditions in Europe were in demand, especially 
those dealing with Germany and Russia. 


A number of new childrens’ books were 
received in time for Book Week and younger 
readers were much interested in looking over 
these new accessions and comparing them 


with their old book friends. 


NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Book Week was celebrated at the New 
Orleans Public Library with special exhibits 
and programs carrying out the theme of 


“Books around the world.” 


A poster contest was sponsored by the 
library, in which students of the New Orleans 
Public High Schools and the Rabouin Voca- 
tional School participated. Various depart- 
ments of the library displayed entries in the 
contest, and the winning posters were ex- 
hibited in the Juvenile Department during 
the week. 

Some special activities were travel talks, 
puppet shows by the Junior League, story- 
telling, book reviews, book plays, peep-shows, 
and motion pictures. 

An exhibit of dolls, authentically costumed, 
and loaned by the American Junior Red 
Cross were on display in the Circulation 
Department. Miss Gladys Peyronnin of the 
Library Staff was asked to give a book talk, 
as a part of a program planned in observance 
of Book Week, by the American Junior Red 
Cross members. In her talk “What can 
Books do for us,” she spoke of the enrich- 
ment of life through the reading of good 
books. 

The Juvenile Department of the Main 
Library displayed international flags, stamps, 
maps, posters, and international dolls in pic- 
turesque folk dress of foreign countries, and 
also an interesting collection of old and new 


books. 


The six branches celebrated Book Week 
with special displays, exhibits, and programs. 
Each branch was open one morning of Book 
Week from 9-12, in addition to the usual 
hours of 1-8. 


In spite of rainy weather, about 7500 
students visited the Main Library during 
Book Week, and were conducted on tours 
through various departments by staff mem- 
bers, who explained the inner workings of 
a Public Library. 


5,161 children visited the 6 branches dur- 
ing Book Week. Of this number 935 were 
colored children who visited the Dryades 
Branch Library (Colored). 


Dr. M. D. Horne, Professor of English, 
Loyola University, gave a Lecture on Ibsen’s 
works in the New Orleans Public Library 
auditorium on Monday, November 20th at 
8:30 P. M. 


Dr. Horne, in his talk, discussed the social 
significance of Ibsen’s plays with particular 
stress on “The Master Builder” and “Hedda 
Gabler.” 

Miss Marie Louise Goodwin, Assistant in 
Charge, Nix Branch, gave a brief review of 
the book “At 33”, an autobiography of Eva 
Le Gallienne. 

The lecture and book review were planned 
in anticipation of the dramatization of “The 
Master Builder” and “Hedda Gabler” by the 
Eva La Gallienne group and scheduled for 
the Friday and Saturday of that week in the 
Municipal Auditorium. 


Librarians, in the various fields of the pro- 
fession, may be interested in the following 
titles of library literature, available for cir- 
culation from the New Orleans Public Lib- 
rary: 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION— 

College and university library service. 


Trends, standards, 
A. L. A. 1938. 

DANTON, EMILY MILLER—Library of 
tomorrow. A. L. A. 1939. 


appraisal, problems. 
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FARGO, LUCILE F—Activity book for 
school libraries. A. L. A. 1938. 

HAINES, HELEN—Living with books; the 
art of book selection. Columbia univer- 
sity press. 1935. 

HANLEY, EDNA RUTH—College and uni- 
versity library buildings. A. L. A. 1939. 
HELLER, FRIEDA M.—Librarian and the 

teacher of English. A. L. A. 1938. 

HERBERT, CLARA W.—Personnel admin- 
istration in public libraries. A. L. A. 1939. 

HUMBLE, MARION—Rural America reads; 
a study of rural library service. American 
association for adult education. 1938. 

HYERS, MRS. FAITH—Library and the 
radio. University of Chicago press. 1938. 

IRELAND, N. O.—Pamphlet file in school, 
college and public libraries. F. W. Faxon 
Co. 1937. 

JOECKEL, CARLETON B.—Library serv- 
ice. U. S. Govt. printing office, 1938. 


JOHNSON, BYRON LAMAR—Vitalizing 
a college library. A. L. A. 1939. 

LOIZEAUX, MARIE—Publicity primer; an 
A BC of “telling all” about the Public 
library (2d ed rev.) H. W. Wilson. 1939. 

MUNTHE, WILHELM—American librar- 
ianship from a European angle; an at- 


tempt at an evaluation of policies and ac- 
tivities. A. L. A. 1939. 

PHELPS, EDITH MAY—Book and library 
plays for elementary and high school use. 
H. W. Wilson. 1938. 

SAWYER, MRS. H. (P) ed.—Library as a 
vocation. H. W. Wilson. 1933. 

WEISS, H. B.—Insect enemies of books. 
N. Y. Public library. 1937. 


The Nix Branch Book Review Club had 
the New Orleans Library Club, as its guests, 
at the November meeting. Several short re- 
views were given by club members, and as 
a special treat Mr. E. P. O’Donnell, author 
of “Green Margins”, talked to the group and 
read a chapter from his new book, on which 
he is at present working. Light refresh- 
ments were served after the meeting. 

The New Orleans Parkway Commission 
has done much to improve the grounds of 


ee 


the Main Library. Especially appreciated 
are the 10 large azalea bushes planted op 
the lawn. 


The Panhellenic Council (colored) has 
made a cash donation to the Dryades Branch 
(colored) of the New Orleans Public Library, 
This amount has been matched by the Ros- 
enwald Foundation, and the entire sum jis 
to be used for a special purchase of juvenile 
books for the branch. 


Mrs. Margaret S. Kluchin resigned from 
the New Orleans Public Library effective 
Nov. 15. She had been an assistant in the 
Catalog Department for the past 11 years. 
She left the city to take up residence in 
Baltimore where her husband is now located. 


Miss Frances Gish resigned her position 
as assistant in the Circulation Department, 
effective Nov. 15, to accept a position as 
Children’s Librarian of the Tulare County 
Free Library, Visalia, California. 


Miss C. Marion Jaques, B. L. S. Catholic 
University, Washington, D. C., is a new 
addition to the Catalog Department staff, 
replacing Mrs. Kluchin. 


Miss Mildred Dennis is also a recent addi- 
tion to the Catalog Department staff. 


Mr. Jacobs is planning to attend the A 
L. A. midwinter meeting in Chicago. He 
has been asked to serve as the Louisiana 
representative on the Council. 


SHREVE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

The Caddo Parish Library Club held is 
first meeting at a luncheon at the Washing 
ton Youree Hotel during November. The 
speaker at this time was Professor Bryat 
Davidson of Centenary College who spoke 
on World Conditions Today. At the net 
meeting on Dec. 2nd. Mrs. Charles Egat 
will present her book review of Steinbeck’ 
Grapes of Wrath. 

The Book Week exhibit in the Childres’ 
Room stimulated much interest with its w 
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usual display of foreign dolls and appropri- 
ate books. 

The City of Shreveport has increased the 
Library appropriation by $2,000, making a 
total of $18,000. 


The Caddo Parish Extension of Shreve 
Memorial has opened a new branch at 
Mira, Louisiana, and has already circulated 
360 books in the eight times it has been 


open. 


In —<Memoriam 


The library profession in Louisiana suf- 
fered a great loss in the passing away of 
Mrs. Lillian Herron Williamson, Assistant 
librarian of Northeast Center, L. S. U., and 
former president of the Louisiana Library 
Association. Mrs. Williamson died Sunday, 
July 23, at Our Lady of the Lake Sanitarium 
in Baton Rouge, following an illness of four 
weeks. 


Mrs. Williamson early evidenced an in- 
terest in library work and in her girlhood 
decided upon this as her career. For seven- 
teen years she was librarian of the Monroe 
Public Library, where she developed the 


library and was interested in extending its 


service over Ouachita parish. She was partic- 
ularly interested in bringing library service 
to residents of rural Louisiana and worked 
long and tirelessly for the cause of libraries 
in Louisiana. Her friendly disposition and 
unflagging enthusiasm for her work made 
her extremely popular, and for two years 
Mrs. Williamson was president of the Louis- 
iana Library Association. During this time 
she stressed emphasis on the importance of 
the Citizens’ Library Movement. 


Mrs. Williamson received her early edu- 
cation in the schools of West Monroe and 
then attended Northeast Center of L. S. U. 
She received her B. A. degree from Louis- 
tana Polytechnic Institute at Ruston and 
later came to Baton Rouge to attend L. S. U. 


Here she received her degree in library 
science. 

Mrs. Williamson was buried in Monroe, 
where she was widely known. Wife of Fred 
Williamson, former managing editor of the 
Monroe News-Star World, she had been at- 
tending the summer session at L. S. U. and 
was serving as an assistant in the Louisiana 
room of the L. S. U. library, while she and 
Mr. Williamson were also completing work 
on a history of Northeast Louisiana on which 
both were collaborating and which is to be 
published soon. 

Mrs. Williamson became ill while spending 
the July 4 vacation on the Gulf Coast. She 
was rushed to the hospital in Baton Rouge, 
where, after an operation, she seemed to 
rally, but finally succumbed. 

A native of West Monroe, Mrs. William- 
son was the daughter of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. J. D. Herron of that city. Her father 
was a prominent business man and served 
as a member of the city council. Some years 
ago Mr. and Mrs. Herron moved to Roswell, 
New Mexico, where they resided until their 
deaths recently. 

Aside from her library interests, Mrs. Wil- 
liamson was a member of the Louisiana Fed- 
eration of Business and Professional Wom- 
en’s Clubs and she was also active in church 
work in the Presbyterian faith. She leaves 
a wide circle of friends and relatives to re- 
gret her passing. 


School Libraries 


Librarians who attended the convention 
of the Louisiana Teachers’ Association in 
Alexandria in November found that the 
Library Section this year held not one 
meeting, but two—a program meeting in 


the morning, followed by an afternoon ses- 
sion for business and discussion. The ex- 
periment proved very successful, and the 
new plan will probably be adopted for 
the future. 
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Superintendent J. H. Bres of Port Allen, 
speaking at the morning session on “The 
Superintendent and the Library,” contrasted 
the size of the present membership of the 
Section, represented at the meeting by over 
100 librarians and teachers, with that of 
the same group a number of years ago, when 
there was little interest in school libraries 
in the State, and not a single trained school 
librarian. Mr. Bres stated his belief that 
the librarian personally is responsible for 
making the library a vital service agency in 
the school, and added that the superintendent 
is always glad to cooperate with her insofar 
as funds permit. As particularly valuable 
examples of the work of librarians in the 
schools, Mr. Bres cited the improvement in 
the type of subscription sets commonly 
bought, and the work of the WPA book- 
binding projects. 

Miss Norris McClelland of the L. S. U. 
Library School described an ideal elementary- 
school library, with its values and possibil- 
ities for Louisiana. 

Other speakers included Miss Lucille Pugh, 
Librarian of the Fair Park High School, 
who gave highlights of the Columbia Uni- 
versity School Library Conference held last 
summer; Miss Ella V. Aldrich of the L. S. U. 
Library, reporting on the work of the com: 
mittee on teaching the use of books and 
libraries; and Miss Elmira Montgomery of 
Kaplan, who described the progress made by 
the committee on revision of the school 
library standards. 

The officers elected by the Library Sec- 
tion for the coming year are: President, Nina 
Mitchell, Librarian, Istrouma High School; 
Vice-President, Mary McFarland, Librarian, 
De Quincy High School; Secretary, Lucille 
Young, Librarian, Jennings High School. 


Every librarian’s dream of a new library 
room with plenty of space and equipment 
is coming true for several school librarians, 
either through remodeling or plans for new 


buildings. The Natchitoches High School 
has recently moved into an attractive new 
building, and the Istrouma High School’s 
new plant will be ready for company some 


time in December. Work is progressing 
on buildings at Bossier City, Houma, and 
Kentwood, all of which will have greatly 
improved library rooms. 

This past summer the library of the Fair 
Park High School was enlarged by one- 
third, and new furniture was added, in- 
cluding a vertical file. Other schools where 
remodeling resulted in better library quarters 
are Bunkie, Jonesboro, Jennings, and Hath- 
away. ‘Three Tangipahoa Parish schools, 
Roseland, Independence, and Ponchatoula, 
now have larger and better-equipped librar- 
ies than last year. 


An encouraging development which has 
appeared in the past few months is the 
growing interest all over the State in central- 
ized elementary-school libraries. Teachers 
and administrators are finding that with the 
increased emphasis on library and _ visual 
materials, the classroom library is not ade- 
quate to the needs. 

An outstanding example of the successful 
centralized library is that in the Ponchatoula 
Elementary School. Mrs. Susie Dufreche, 
the teacher in charge, is making the library 
not only an extremely attractive place, but 
also a very important part of all the school’s 
activities. Superintendent C. C. Pittman, who 
is very library-minded and progressive, has 
made plans to organize similar libraries in 
other elementry schools in the parish. 

The library of the Training School at the 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute is now in 
charge of a trained librarian, Miss Olive Geb- 
ring. A new building for the school is in 
progress, and it is expected the library will 
prove a model one in many respects. 

Enthusiastic use of the central library by 
the elementary-school pupils of the Ville 
Platte School is reported by Miss Eunice 
Swick, Librarian. Four schools in Bienville 
Parish already have centralized their element 
tary-classroom collections, one of these It 
braries being in charge of a trained librarian. 
The Jena Elementary School is also making 
active preparations to organize a central book 
collection for all grade rooms. 

Probably within the next few years, 4 
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conditions permit, elementary schools all The New Orleans Council of Public High 
over Louisiana will follow the lead of the chool Librarians is planning many con- 
schools listed here, so that not only high- 
school but also elementary-school students 
may have access to a well-planned and com- . ve 
petently administered central library collec- being made. Miss Helen Maestri is the 
tion. chairman of the council. 


— Gollege and Reference Section 


structive meetings. A survey of public school 
libraries in cities of comparative size is 


NORTHEAST JUNIOR COLLEGE lack of space. With the new books received 


On November 5th the new library at this fall almost every available inch of 
Northeast Junior College of Louisiana State shelving is being utilized, 
University was formally opened to friends Our circulation statistics here increased 
and patrons. The new Fine Arts building 1 line with the enrollment of the college. 


on the same campus was also opened at this By the end of the year we hope to show a 
time. During the afternoon hundreds of definite advance in the number of books 


visitors were shown through the buildings. withdrawn. 7” 
Mr. James A. McMillen came from Baton Library exhibits are changed on the aver- 
Rouge for the occasion as did Mr. and Mrs. 8° of every two weeks. A good many of 


T.E. McMullan. Many librarians from other the books on our open shelf reading collec- 
towns were welcome guests. tion carry out the theme of each library 


The library, on Nov. 15th, sponsored a cumini. 
presentation of Dr. J. S. Kyser, of the Louis- During the early fall a three hour course 
iana State Normal faculty, who talked to an in how to use the library was given to each 


assembly of students and others interested freshman class. Their increased knowledge 
en “Lenidonn” of the importance and use of the library has 


been a big help not only to the freshman 


The talk was illustrated with interesting but to the library staff as well. 


slides, part of a large collection owned by 


Dr. Kyser. LOYOLA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


Circulation has almost tripled at Loyola 
University Library since the installation of 
P. m. Monday-Thursday. This is the first its new charging system. This fact of in- 
time in the history of the library that it creased circulation may be attributed to 
has been opened for evening work. The several causes, introduction of new courses, 
brary has received and filed an interesting comprehensive examinations for the seniors, 
article written by a former Northeast to vigorous publicity campaigns and to 

College librarian, Miss Mary Clay, now special instructions to new students in the 

librarian at Hardin-Baylor College, Belton, se of the library. 

Texas. The article is a comprehensive nnd The first meeting of the New, Orleans 
ville detailed survey of junior college library con- Library Club was held at Loyola in October. 
ne ditions in the state of Texas. It is valuable A musical program was presented by the 
£ In itself and because it furnishes a basis of Loyola Glee Club and a talk on “Propagan- 
ail = for our own practices and situ- da and the library” by Mr. Robert J. Usher. 
king : 
book a NEW ORLEANS CITY HALL ARCHIVES 

CENTENARY COLLEGE The WPA Project in the Archives is 


, . . . . . . a . 
5, as Centenary’s main problem this year is still continuing the reconditioning of rec- 


The library is now maintaining an 
evening schedule, and is open from 7 to 9 
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ords, translations of documents, binding 
newspapers and the codifying of ordinances. 

There is a stupendous amount of work 
yet unfinished, which will require a num- 
ber of years to complete. 

The newspaper index file is progressing 
satisfactorily and its need is proven, by the 
varied requests received in this depart- 
ment, by persons seeking information. 

A personal visit to the City Hall is urged 
to acquaint the public with the scope and 
progress of the work being done with the 
records of New Orleans. 


SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 
INSTITUTE 
Southwestern’s new library building is 
nearly completed and is expected to be ready 
for occupancy in the very near future. 


MARGARET C. HANSON 
NORMAL SCHOOL 


So that the teachers may have easy ac- 
cess to professional books and materials, 
the Orleans Parish School Board has given 
funds for the establishment of a professional 


library. It consists of over five hundred 
books and it is now being catalogued and 
organized by Miss Helen Maestri, Librarian. 


SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 
COLLEGE 


The new Southeastern Library is rapidly 
nearing completion and it is hoped it will 
be ready early next semester. 

Miss Anna Davis, the librarian, is try- 
ing out a contest among her student assist- 
ants, twenty-eight of them, to see if they 
can’t improve their work and thus give 
better library service. They are divided into 
two sides, the greens and the yellows. Each 
mistake made counts so many points against 
their side while finding a mistake is a bonus 
and counts points for their side. Also, if a 
student goes one week without making any 
mistakes, she gets another bonus. The 
amount of this bonus depends upon the 
number of hours worked and type of work 
done. This contest has been running for 


about three weeks now and there seems to 
be much interest among the students and 
they are trying to do better work. It will 
run until the first of February and by that 
time, Miss Davis will know whether or 
not it has been helpful. The losing side 
will entertain the winners and a prize will 
be given the student doing the best work. 


HILL MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 


Naomi Rausch is in charge of the Com- 
merce Library for the current year, replacing 
Mrs. Alyce Lyons Bennett, who is on leave. 
Mrs. Adele N. Ethridge is assistant to Miss 
Rausch. 


Esme Patterson has accepted a position in 
the Houston Museum of Art Library, Hous 
ton, Texas. Last year, Miss Patterson was 
in charge of the Lizzie Carter McVoy Lib 
rary in Evangeline Hall. 


Helen Finke is in charge of the Music 
Library. She replaces Shirley Taylor who 
is now in the cataloging department. 

Juanita Terry is again in charge of the 
Department of Gifts and Exchanges. Last 
year she was on leave while attending the 
Columbia University School of Library Serv- 
ice, from which she received the Master's 
Degree in June. Marjorie Stenberg, who 
replaced Miss Terry last session, is now 
in the circulation department of the Wash- 
ington State College Library at Pullman, 
Washington. 

Ella V. Aldrich will lead a section dis 
cussion at the Midwinter Planning Cor 
ference of the County and Regional csetion 
of the A. L. A. in Chicago. Topics to bk 
discussed are: I. What a county librarian 
should know; II. What the library schools 
should include in their curricula to overcome 
the present unpreparedness of library school 
graduates. 

Alice M. Dugas and Cidellia Reulet, 4 
“Tante Alice” and “Madame Molaison, 
respectively, are again being heard in the 
French radio series being broadcast weekly 
from Baton Rouge, New Orleans, Lafayette, 
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Monroe, and Lake Charles by the Agricul- 
tural Extension Division of the university. 

Lucy B. Foote, head cataloger, has been 
appointed chairman of the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on state author headings. 


The first step has been taken organizing 
a union catalog by exchanging with the 
University of Illinois Library one card for 
each title for which Library of Congress 
cards are not available. It is expected that 
the library will receive approximately eight 
thousand cards each year from this source. 


Charles Wilson Burns was in charge of 


. preparing an exhibit on the occasion of Dr. 


Richard T. Ely’s visit to the campus for a 
special series of lectures. The exhibit in- 
cluded such rare books as a first edition of 
Dr. Ely’s Outline of Economics, published 
in 1893, which was on display together with 
many later editions, including the Braille. 
Other rare editions shown were: a first 
edition of Malthus’ Essay on Population 
(1789); a first edition of Adam Smith’s 
Wealth of Nations (1776); and two Incuna- 
bula, the Compendium Theologicae Veritatis 
of Albertus Magnus (1498 folio), and De 
Consolatione Philosophiae of Boethius (1486 
folio). 

These books, along with other rare works 
and editions, will be placed in a room which 
has been set aside for this purpose on the 
north mezzanine of the library. Mrs. Eliza- 
beth H. Welker, chief bibliographer, will be 
the custodian. 

The library has recently acquired the fol- 
lowing important works: 

The Columbia University Studies in His- 

tory, Economics, and Law. 

Recueil des travaux chimiques des Pays- 

Bas, 1882-1936. 
Zeitschrift fur physik, volumes 93-111. 
Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche zoologie, 
volumes 1 to 50. 
The Colfax Chronicle, a newspaper cover- 
ing the period from 1885 to 1931 . 

The collection of W. R. Johnson. This 

collection of diaries, manuscripts, and early 


newspapers throws light on the free negro 
during the Civil War and prior to that 
period. It was assembled and preserved by 
Johnson, who was himself a “free man of 
color.” 

New construction, just recently completed, 
has resulted in an enlargement of our library 
accommodation for readers. The Commerce 
Library in the New Himes Hall (Commerce 
Building) has seats for approximately 100 
readers. The library of the Graduate School 
of Public Welfare has moved to quarters 
having at least 50 percent additional floor 
space. A graduate reading room for ad- 
vanced students in English has been opened 
in Allen Hall, relieving the General Library 
of handling reserved books for these courses. 


LOUISIANA STATE 
NORMAL COLLEGE 


In the reorganization of the curricula of 
the Louisiana State Normal College which 
was made necessary when the college chang- 
ed from the trimester to the semester plan 
in September 1939, a special pre-library cur- 
riculum was included, taking the place of 
the old English-Library curriculum. In this 
several general courses were substituted for 
highly specialized ones; that is, general 
science for physics or chemistry, and social 
studies for specialized courses in sociology. 
On the other hand such cultural subjects 
as history of art and history of music were 
inserted; and fourteen hours of electives 
provided for individual choice of specialized 
subjects. 


In the library instruction field we are 
inaugurating a new practice. Besides the 
general library orientation course which is 
required of all freshmen we are requesting 
the teachers of the special methods courses 
to allow us one or two lessons on the use 
of the reference books of their particular 
fields. These lessons will be given some 
time during the latter part of the semester 
and will be conducted by Mr. Eugene 
Watson. 
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Books On Latin America to be Displayed 


About 450 Latin American books will be 
displayed in the New Orleans Public Library 
from January 20th to February 4th, 1940, 
Mr. Arthur Gropp, Librarian of the Middle 
American Research Institute, Tulane Uni- 
versity, announced this week. The A. L. A. 
Committee on Cooperation with Latin Am- 
erica collected the books from the ministries 
of education of the various republics and 
each country is represented by fifteen or 
twenty books which, in the opinion of the 
country, would be of interest to the people 
of the United States. 


The exhibit was on display at the San 
Francisco Conference and will be shown 
again at the A. L. A. meeting in Cincinnati 
in 1940. It has been shown at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Claremont College (Cali- 
fornia) and will be shown at various uni- 
versities and libraries over the United States. 


The exhibit is being brought to New 
Orleans by the Middle American Research 
Institute of Tulane University and the New 
Orleans Public Library. 

The present tentative plan is for the New 
Orleans Library Club to open the exhibit 


with a meeting at the Public Library prob 
ably January 22, 1940 to invite as its guests 
the Consular corps of New Orleans, the 
Spanish classes of the local universities and 
sections of Civic organizations interested 
in stimulating better trade relations with 
the Latin Americas. Dr. John E. Englekirk, 
head of the Spanish Department, Tulane 
University, will address the group. His sub 
ject will be announced later. 

In 1937 the Department of State of the 
federal government established a Division 
of Cultural Relations. “Although the pro 
gram of this Division embraces all nation 
in all parts of the world, it is devoting par 
ticular attention to the development of mor 
effectual relations with the other America 
Republics.” A Conference on Inter-Ameni- 
can Relations in the Field of Books and 
Libraries was held in Washington on Nov 
ember 29th and 30th. Mr. Arthur E. Gropp, 
Librarian of the Middle American Researd 
Institute, Tulane University, was invited by 
Secretary Cordell Hull to attend the Cor 
ference and participate in the discussion 
Mr. Gropp will make a report on the Cor 
ference. 





cA Resume of the Status of Library Servic 
For Negroes in the South 


By NatHANtIEL STEWART 


Librarian, Dillard University 


One might proudly state that among the 
“best sellers” in statistical charts is the 
one indidating the comparative illiteracy 
rates of the Negro population as revealed 
in each succeeding census report. If one 
might evaluate a statistical chart as one 
does a book, he may aptly describe the 


declining illiteracy rate chart as “thrillisg 
reading”—the thrill of progress, the thal 
of constructive work in a world of dec 
the thrill of achievement, the thrill wh 
comes with freedom. Such is the story of # 
few tables which follow. 





prob- 
Zuests 
, the 
$s and 
rested 

with 
lekirk, 
Tulane 
is sub- 


of the 
Vision 
ie pro 
nations 
1g Pat- 
f more 
nerican 
-Amen- 
ks and 
n Nov 
Gropp, 


esearch I 


rited by 
1¢ Com 


SCUSSION 


he Con- 


Lov1staNA Lisrarny AssociaATION 


~<f 19 





I. 
PERCENTAGE of NEGRO ILLITERACY 


Number of Negro 
Year Illiterates 
1870 2,789,689 81.4 
1880 3,220,878 70.0 
1890 3,042,668 57.1 
1900 2,853,194 445 
1910 2,227,731 30.4 
1920 1,842,161 22.9 
1930 1,513,892 16.3 


Il. 


NEGRO ILLITERACY IN SOUTHEAST- 
ERN STATES, 1910-1930 


1910 1920 
Louisiana 48.4 38.5 
Mississippi 35.6 29.3 23.2 
Alabama 40.1 31.3 26.2 
Georgia 36.5 29.1 19.9 
Florida 25.5 215 18.8 
North Carolina 31.9 24.5 20.6 
South Carolina 38.7 29.3 26.9 
Tennessee 27.3 22.4 14.9 


To the librarian, who is doubtless an 
educator, a chart such as this is as meaning- 
ful and as vivid as would be a chart of de- 
clining tuberculosis, cancer, or syphilis to a 
physician. Despite the educational inequali- 
ties, the difficulties and trials, and the meagre 
support one thing is incontestable—the Negro 
race is rapidly emerging as a literate people. 

Who can deny that one of the paramount 
needs of a growing literate people is the 
availability of reading materials to keep it 
mentally alert, socially and politically con- 
scious, and professionally active? The ex- 
tent to which this new material, the very 
essence of life, is within the reach of the 
literate Negro is a problem of some concern. 
Essentially, that is the theme of this essay. 
An attempt will be made to portray the 
Picture of library service to Negroes in the 
South, as revealed by several important 
studies: “The Geography of Reading” by 
Louis R. Wilson, “Resources of Southern 
Libraries,” edited by Robert Downs, and 


“Libraries of the South” by Tommie Dora 
Barker. 


Per Cent 


State 1930 


23.3 


The two major studies disclose the fact 
that some 83 per cent of the Negro popula- 
tion is without access to public library ser- 
vice. Reduced to a mere statement, it means 
that four of every five Negroes are without 
public library service of any kind. The con- 
dition needs little explanation. In a more 
encourag ng tone, we hear that between 
1930 and 1935 library service was made 
available to 140,459 Negroes who had never 
had library privileges before; in addition, 
facilities were expanded and enlarged for the 
11,403 who were already within the range 
of library service. During this period, too, 
public library branches were opened in 
Mobile, Clarksdale, Richmond, Beaufort, 
Austin, Wichita Falls, Potter County, Tom 
Green County, and Minden. In two states 
“the law takes cognizance of the provision 
of library service to Negroes. In West Vir- 
ginia, a state law requires all libraries re- 
ceiving public funds to give service to 
Negroes, and in Texas the law requires 
commissioner’s courts to make proper pro- 
vision for library service to Negroes through 
the branches of the county free library. The 
partial success of the Rosenwald Demonstra- 
tion Units is worthy of mention. It has 
been pointed out that Rosenwald Fund ex- 
penditures have raised the standards of ser- 
vice in many quarters, “bringing 114,237 
white people and 140,459 Negroes within 
the service area of libraries for the first 
time...” The circulation of books among 
Negroes increased 579 per cent, skyrocket- 
ing from 66,764 in 1929 to 453,516 in 1935. 

The status of public library service to 
Negroes in the South is best summed up in 
the presentation of a table and paragraph 
from Dr. Wilson’s recent book. It is glean- 
ed from Dr. Wilson’s report that “in 1926, 
in ten southeastern and southwestern states 
which generally require separate schools and 
other institutions for the two races, 866,910 
Negroes (or 10.48 per cent of a total popula- 
tion of 8,291,698) received library service 
from 45 public libraries; without service, 
there were 7,424,788”; or almost 90 per cent. 
Again, in 1935, “1,592,727, or 18.44 per cent 
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of the Negro population was within the 
service area of 75 libraries. There had been 


an increase of 725,817 in the number served, 
The 1935 table reads thus: 


TABLE III. 
Public Library Service to Negroes, 1935 








Libraries 
in State 
Serving 
Negroes 


Total 
Libraries 
in 
State 


18 
19 
44 
53 
64 
16 
22 
64 
53 
34 
58 
46 


Negroes With Service 





Negro 


STATE Population 


Total 
Number 


106,890 
19,698 
84,374 

162,843 
90,531 

169,941 
47,210 

134,422 

122,117 

225,201 

289,582 

139,918 


Per 
Cent 


11.31 

4.12 
19.54 
15.20 
40.05 
21.89 

4.68 
14.63 
15.39 
47.15 
33.87 
21.52 











Alabama 
pe 
Florida 

Georgia 
Kentucky___ 
Louisiana 
Mississippi_.__. 
North Carolina. 
South Carolina... 
Tennessee 

, IEEE er 


944,834 
478,463 
431,828 
1,071,125 
226,040 
776,326 
1,009,718 
918,647 
793,681 
477,646 
854,964 
650,165 
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Finally, the picture of the public library 
is clearly revealed in this brief statement: 
“Library service, unlike public education, is 
not compulsory, so that most Negroes in the 
South do not have general access to public 
library facilities. The provision of books for 
Negroes in the demonstration counties, while 
far from satisfactory, represents a distinct 
improvement over conditions prior to the 
period of cooperation with the Fund (Julius 
Rosenwald Fund). The public library in 
the South has the inescapable responsibility 
for increasing library facilities for Negroes 
by the provision of generous quantities of 
materials suited to reading abilities and 
interests. The results being achieved by 
the counties in the demonstration group 
should go far toward demonstrating to other 
southern counties the desirability of extend- 
ing library service to the literate Negro prenu- 
lation.” 

Turning for a moment to that segment 
of the population normally seeking lit acy, 
we might examine the status of the library 


in the Negro elementary and _ secondary 
school. A most depressing picture is to be 
found here. Ruralism, inequalities in edu- 
cational support, and the delayed progress 
in general account for the rather complete 
absence of the elementary school library. 
Rumblings of library consciousness now are 
in evidence among Negro school admini- 
strators and teachers. The failure to provide 
library facilities in the secondary school has 
been acknowledged by experts to be most 
serious, for with high school education as 
the terminus for the great majority of 
Negro students today, this segment of the 
population ultimately forms our “average 
public.” This is true both of the white 
and the colored youth. It would be tragic 
indeed, to allow such great numbers to go 
forth each year with little ability to interpret 
intelligently the printed page and with no 
appreciation for the ‘world of books. 
Undoubtedly, some significant work has 
been attempted, but the impetus has been 
weak and the results meagre. Supervisors 
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of school libraries in several southern states 
have taken cognizance of the poverty of 
Negro school libraries, and have pressed 
for greater financial suport and library train- 
ed teachers. Rosenwald Fund expenditures 
have been quite generous in many quarters, 
Jeanes teachers have been instrumental in 
encouraging the building of core book col- 
lections, summer periods of library training 
have been in operation, and even individual 
principals and teachers have been successful 
in a number of schools. However, the bug 
has not bitten, to use a current expression, 
or the movement has not yet become con- 
tagious—we await that day. 


In regard to a corps of Negro librarians 


qualified to build and administer the li- 
braries to come, they are faced with a real 
challenge. True, for a number of years 
such work will carry with it all the trials and 
difficulties that burden the pioneer—little 
equipment, small salaries, an inadequate 
supply of books, and unappreciated labor. 
The progress is destined to be rapid, how- 
ever. Cooperative effort on the part of the 
A. L. A., regional library groups, state li- 
brary associations, educational groups, com- 
munity leaders, and federal aid give direction 
and speed to the development of school li- 
braries for Negro children and young people. 
Whatever the future holds, here is truly a 
frontier. 





Libraries for NC egroes 


LOUISIANA NEGRO N. & I. INSTITUTE 


From the librarian, V. L. Hill, comes word 
of the significant events in the role of the 
school library in Louisiana. Within the 
near future, Miss Hill will have available 
for the bulletin some specimen of individual 
reports from a few of the high school ii- 
braries in the state. 


XAVIER UNIVERSITY 

Word comes from the librarian of the busy 
activity in cataloging the collection of French 
books acquired recently. During book week, 
there appeared Mr. Lyle Saxon and Miss 
Hornback, who delivered interesting address- 
¢s. A combined art and library program, 
too, featured the book week activities. 


LELAND COLLEGE LIBRARY 


The happy news has come that the chapel 
building of the institution has been com- 
pletely renovated and reconstructed into a 
modern library division. A gift of $1,000 
from the North Baptist Convention made 
Possible the purchase of new books for the 
feorganized library, and new stocks and 

tnishings were purchased, too. 


LOUISIANA COLORED TEACHERS 
ASSOCIATION 


Library Section 


At the recent annual meeting held in 
Alexandria, the Library Section planned for 
considerable discussion of library problems 


of interest to the group. It was felt that 
the presentation of some individual diffi- 
culties and suggestions as to the improvement 
of library situations would be most stimu- 
lating, since so many of the problems would 
be common to all school librarians. 


DILLARD UNIVERSITY 


The ambitious program planned for Book 
Week served as an effective stimulus in the 
circulation and reading of books in fields 
hitherto unnoticed . . . The rapid strides in 
cataloging the holdings of the library are 
due to the energy and good work of Miss 
Edwards and her N. Y. A. assistants . . . Miss 
Ruth McCoy, library assistant, delivered an 
address during Book Week on “Some As- 
pects of Library Work as a Career for 
Negroes,” which was favorably received by 
prospective librarians studying at the col- 
lege. 
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Louisiana in Print 


Recent references on Louisiana or by Lou- 
isiana authors, including books of importance 
locally printed, selected and annotated by 
Marguerite D, Renshaw, Reference Librar- 
ian, Howard Memorial Library, New Or- 
leans, Louisiana. 

AssociaTep Harvarp Ciuss—Forty-second 
annual meeting April 14, 15 and 16, 1939 
at New Orleans. 160, 24p. 

An account of the proceedings and reports 

of the 42nd annual meeting of the Asso- 

ciated Harvard clubs which took place in 

1939 in New Orleans. [Illustrated with 

photographs of officers, committees and 

scenes of some of the convention's activ- 
ities. 

CampsBELL, RacHet Viotetre—Why Babies? 

163p. N. Y., Macmillan co., 1939. 
A brave and gay book which shows a zest 
for life and living that transcends the 
routine of bottles, and panties, and bath- 
ing, and orange juice and makes of nor- 
mal family life an intellectually stimulat- 
ing and soul-satisfying adventure. 

Covert, Ctyp—e C—The Public Junior Col- 
lege Curriculum. (Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Studies no. 38) 177p. 

University, L. S. U. press, 1939. 

A statement of the public junior college 

curriculum with the interpretation of the 

new trends as manifested in the various 
offerings with suggestions as to possible 
development of these latter. 

Eyraup, Jean M. ed.—A History of St. John 
the Baptist Parish with biographical 
sketches. Comr*'ed and edited by Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. Jean Eyraud and Donald J. Millet. 
143p. Marrero, Hope Haven press, 1939. 
A record of the activities, political, agri- 
cultural, religious, social, industrial and 
educational of St. John the Baptist Parish, 
with an account of the families, old and 
new, who have contributed to the develop- 
ment of this well integrated community. 

FerBLeMAN, JamMEes—In Praise of Comedy, 


284p. N . Y., Macmillan co., 1939. 


A learned professor was once asked “What 
is the greatest of the Christian virtues?” 
To which he replied, “A sense of humor,” 
Surely it is a worthy thing today to rai 
one’s voice as does Mr. Feibleman in praise 
of comedy. Analyzing the theories of 
comedy among the classics and the mod- 
erns, and checking these against modem 
examples, Mr. Feibleman writes convince 
ingly on the realism of comedy and in 
sists on its permanence. He also speaks 
of the dignity of the true comedian whom 
he calls “a benefactor of mankind.” 

HistoricaL Recorps Survey—American Im 
prints Inventory. Location Symbols for 
Libraries in the United States. 258p. 
(mimeographed). 

Historica Recorps Survey—County-parih § 
Boundaries in Louisiana. 139p. (mimeo 
graphed). 

HistoricaL Recorps Survey—Inventory of 
the Parish Archives of Louisiana. Plaque 
mines Parish (Pointe a la Hache). (mim 
eographed ). 

Historica. Recorps Survey—Judicial and 
Congressional Law in Louisiana. %p. 
(mimeographed). 

Historica, Recorps Survey—Transcriptions 
of Parish Records of Louisiana. 601, v-livp. 
no. 26 Jefferson Parish (Gretna) series | 
Police jury minutes. v. 3, 1858-1870. 

Ittinots CenTRAL RarLroap—Cameos of New 
Orleans. 

No. 1. Beneath the duelling oaks. 8p. 
No. 2. Lafitte blacksmith shop. 8p. 
No. 3. The First Mardi Gras in New 
Orleans. 8p. 
No. 4. The Queen of diamonds. 8p. 
No. 5. Pirate versus patriot. 8p. 
No. 6. Governor Claiborne’s answer. § 
No. 7. Mystic Krewes of Mardi Gras. 8 
What might be termed vignettes in Lot 
isiana history for the benefit of rad 
audiences, are these brief playlets writtt! 
under the sponsorship of the Illinois Ce 
tral Railroad with the purpose of preset 
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ing dramatically abroad the romantic ap- 
peal of New Orleans. 

Louisiana STATE University. Lrprary SCHOOL 

—A Southern Bibliography; fiction 1929- 
1938, compiled by Janet Margaret Agnew. 
(Bibliographical series no. 1) 63p. Uni- 
versity, L. S. U., 1939. 
A bibliography of fiction which has the 
southern region as background followed 
by three lists, giving, first the author against 
the state in which he lives, or has lived 
or written most frequently of, second the 
state used as setting with the name of the 
author and his title; third, the titles used, 
listed alphabetically. Every title is followed 
by a brief explanatory review. Surely the 
bibliography will prove of great value to 
student, professor and librarian. 

Ramsey, Freperic, yr., ed.—Jazzmen. Edit- 

ed by Frederic Ramsey, Jr. and Charles 
Edward Smith. 259p. N. Y., Harcourt 
Brace & co., c1939. 
The story of the development of jazz 
music as inseparable from the bands which 
developed it and the men who led it, 
emphasizing the freedom with which jazz 
originated, since many of the early orches- 
tras were not made up of trained musicians 
and consequently had no musical tradi- 
tion to adhere to. The contributors study 
the spread of this polyphonic, polyrhythm- 
ic movement from its origin in New Or- 
leans to Chicago and New York. 

SourHERN RecionaL CoNFERENCE AND Lov- 

IstANA STATE CONFERENCE ON Famity ReE- 
LaTIoNs—Proceedings of the Ist . . . con- 
ference . . . Feb. 24-25, 1939. 69p. Uni- 
versity, L. S. U., 1939. 
A record of the addresses presented at 
the conference. Of wide interest, these 
addresses deal with the problems of the 
family in the larger social group, and dis- 
cuss such matters as health, juvenile court 
legislation, educating the public, etc. They 
also emphasize the necessity of national 
and regional organization for the study 
and handling of family problems in the 
community. 


Unrrep States De Soro Exprpition Com- 


MIssioN—Final report. 400p. Wash., Gov- 
ernment printing office, 1939. 

The final report of the United States ex- 
pedition commission created by the 74th 
Congress for the purpose of properly cele- 
brating the 400th anniversary of the Her- 
nando De Soto explorations in North Am- 
erica and properly marking the path this 
great expedition took. As the reconstructed 
record of the vastest expedition undertaken 
by a European power into the territory 
which was destined to become the United 
States, this volume with its historical, 
ethnological and archaeological informa- 
tion is one of capital importance in the 
history of our country. 

Miss Caroline Dormon of Louisiana was 
one of the members of the U. S. De Soto 
Expedition Commission. 

Younc, Duncan Francts—Old New Orleans 
(Vieux Carre) and other poems. 20p. N. O. 
De Luxe press, 1939. 

A collection of verse, some of which are 
suggested by New Orleans or scenes of the 
surrounding country. A variety of treat- 
ments and a variety of subjects mark these 
poems dedicated to the members and pat- 
rons of Le Petit Theatre du Vieux Carre. 


MAGAZINE ARTICLES 

Boonstra, C.—Characteristics Surrounding 
Rural Homestead Exemptions in Louis- 
iana. S. W. Social Science Q. 20: 58-66. 
Je. °39. 

Davis, Eowrs Apams—Bennett H. Barrow, 
Anti-bellum Planter of the Felicianhs. 
Jour. of Southern Hist. 5:431-446. 
Nov. 739. 

Lavucuuin, C. J.—Unexplored New Orleans; 
photographs from old cemeteries. Mag. of 
Art 32:416-19. Jl. ’39. 

Lepet, Witton P.—Acadians Find Peace in 
Louisiana. Regional Rev. National Park 
Service, Region 1. Mr. 739. 

Lovuistana Goes Arrtine—Concrete High- 
ways 20:3-5. Jy-Ag. °39. 

McKay, J.—Fire Over Water; wharf fires; 
preventive equipment at New Orleans port. 
Il. Nat. Safety N. 39:14-15. Je. °39. 
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Meave, Rosert DovuttHat—The Relations 
Between Judah P. Benjamin and Jefferson 
Davis. Jour. of Southern Hist. 5:468-478. 
Nov. 739. 


Morrison, R. C—Folk Schools of Louisiana. 
Holland’s 58:7. Oct. *39. 


Natuans, A. J.—Art Program in New Or- 
leans. Design 40:8. Fe. "39. 


Pexry, C. anp G. S. Pserry—Penny-a-Day 
Hospital; White and Negro Doctors Work 
Together for Health of Negroes at Flint- 
Goodridge Hospital in New Orleans. Il. 
Sat. Eve. Post 212:30. S. 2 739. 


Post, L. C—Landscape in its Annual Cycle 
on the Prairies of Southwest Louisiana. 
J. Geog. 38:267-75. O. 39. 

State Exuisit Burtpinc Art Museum OpeEn- 
ED AT SHREVEPORT. 


Mus. N. 16:1. Fe. 15 °39. 
Tanner, J. T.—Observations in Madison 


Parish, La. (Birds). Auk. n. s. 56:90. 
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